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Strategies to use at home and at school 

Developing 

a Love of 

Reading 



Early reading strategies 
 

Encourage your child to: 

 Look at the front cover and make predictions. 

 Create stories from the pictures. 

 Add dialogue to the characters. 

 Look for familiar letters/sounds, e.g. from his/her 

name. 

 Sound small words out together, looking for familiar 

phonemes. 

 Ask questions about the pictures, e.g. What is 

happening?  What is he/she doing?  Why? 

 Listen to an adult read aloud in an interesting way. 

 Listen for rhyme and repetition.  Try to continue 

patterns on his/her own. 

 Discuss why he/she liked/disliked the book and 

which was his/her favourite part. 



 

Developing fluency and understanding 
 

 Look for key features of the text type (genre). 

 Predict events/characters' actions throughout a story. 

 Describe the place where the story is taking place 

(setting). 

 Identify the key characters and explain their personality 

traits/motives throughout the book. 

 Ask questions about the text, checking for understanding. 

 Look for powerful language and explain why the words are 

effective. 

 Look for patterns in the language. 

 Focus on awareness of audience, taking note of punctuation 

marks and content. 

 Use expression in his/her voice to make the reading more 

interesting to listen to. 

 Skim and scan the text for key information or important 

words. 

 Identify and retrieve key facts from non-fiction or fiction 

texts 

 Use inference to explain events and character motives/

actions 

 Explain what has happened in the whole text and give 

reasons for events, actions and findings  

 Retell stories using his/her own words 

 Write a review for a book when he/she has finished. 

 Take inspiration from books for his/her own writing - even 

the best authors borrow words/phrases from each other! 



Children Need Opportunities to: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Our main aim is for the children to develop a love of 

reading. 

 

 Introduce your child to a range of books, e.g. fiction, 

non-fiction, poetry, reference books, newspapers. 

 An easy read can be a very enjoyable experience. 

 Re-reading a familiar text builds confidence and can 

develop an awareness of audience. 

 Taking time over a book is extremely valuable.  

There is so much to learn from one text. 

 Find the right time in the day to read and use an 

appropriate text.  It doesn't always have to be a 

school book. 

 

Remember, reading should be a fun and enjoyable 
experience. 

Read alon
e 

Read aloud 

Read together 


