
Reading 
Opportunities 

at 
St Lawrence 



Reading Time 

 This is a daily session of between 25 and 30 minutes. 

 It can take place at any time during the day. 

 The teacher works with a focus group on guided reading. 

 All children have the opportunity to work with the teacher 

once throughout the week. 

 The rest of the class work on independent reading 

activities, linked to the topic or text in focus.  These are 

rotated throughout the week. 

 

Guided Reading 

 The teacher works with a group of approximately 

6 children using multiple copies of the same text. 

 The children each have a copy of the text which has been 

matched to his/her reading ability. 

 The same text could be used over a number of weeks. 

 The children cover a range of texts within a year, 

including fiction, non-fiction, reference and poetry. 

 

A Guided Reading Session 

This is a guideline as to how a typical session could run: 

Introduction to the session 

Outline WALT (We are learning to …) 

Initial discussion about book, e.g. prediction from cover/

features of genre 



 

Children read a section of the book independently 

(directed by the teacher). 

Teacher listens to each child read aloud in turn. 

 

 

Task to complete when finished or whilst reading, 

e.g. Write down three interesting facts that you have learnt  

or write a list of all the adjectives you can find. 

 

 

Group discussion based on the task and the reading 

 

 

Follow-up task could be set 

 

Individual Reading 

Reading independently is a great chance for pupils to immerse 

themselves in a book.  They are encouraged to explain or 

discuss their reading afterwards. 

Learning Buddies 

All pupils have a learning buddy from a different year group.  A 

weekly session takes place and reading will often be the focus. 

This experience promotes the shared enjoyment of books and 

older pupils working with younger pupils is a particularly 

effective method. 

Whole Class Reading/Story time 

Sharing a book as a whole class is a great way to bring the 

pupils together every day.  While reading, adults pose questions 

and discuss the content of a range of books. 



Using the Library 

Each class has a weekly library session.  Pupils have the 

opportunity to share books, practise study skills and to take 

books home.   

Reading Across the Curriculum 

Reading opportunities occur on a daily basis across the 

curriculum.  English learning is built around high quality key 

texts and books are often used as a stimulus in other subjects, 

e.g. Maths and History. 

 

At St Lawrence we believe 

that reading should be a fun 

and enjoyable experience. 


