
Whole school coverage and breadth for music (FS link – Expressive Arts) 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
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-Singing – call and response songs, know at least 2 
songs relating to school 
-Use musical instruments appropriately.  
-Clap along with or try moving in time to a 
pulse/beat.  
 

-Copy simple, clapped rhythms.  
-Build a wider repertoire of songs and rhymes sung 
in the classroom.  
-Create a class composition with instruments based 
around a chosen theme. 
 

- Traditional music from other countries and 
cultures. 
-Discuss changes in music (patterns, feeling). 
-Respond to music creatively  
-Create own songs using known songs/rhymes. 
-Explore tempo of familiar songs/ music and 
march/clap/move in time to music. 
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Topic 
Food Glorious Food 
 Simple rhythm patterns 
–beat and pulse 
-call/response chants 
and songs and un-tuned 
percussion  
 
 
 
 

Topic 
Into the Wild 
Combine sounds –
dynamics and tempo 
Simple graphic score 
Compose a sequence to 
represent different 
house rooms  

Topic 
A starry Night  
Singing focus – 
recognise pitch changes 
of small and large 
intervals  
Camp fire songs 

Topic 
Roar! 
Create musical phrases - 
pitch using tuned 
percussion 
melodic patterns 
representing a dinosaur  

Topic 
Secret Garden 
Dimensions of music: 
duration 
 

BBC 10 pieces - Storm 

Benjamin Britten 

Create storm music 

Topic 
Secret Garden  
Vocal expression - 
Tempo pitch dynamics 
Garden songs – call and 
response and simple 
rounds. 
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Topic 
Fire and Ice 
Identify melodic 
phrases/changes in 
pitch 
Rhythmic structure -
lyrics to London’s 
Burning   
 

Topic 
Fire and Ice 
Dimensions of music -
pitch, dynamics, tempo, 
duration  
Compose Ice music 
Vivaldi’s Four Seasons 

Topic 
5,4,3,2, 1 Blast off! 
Play a tuned instrument. 
Begin to read musical 
notation 
Recorders – Recorder 
Magic 

Topic 
5,4,3,2, 1 Blast off! 
Recognise instrument 
families 
Young Person’s guide to 
The Orchestra 
 

Topic 
Oh I do like to be beside 
the seaside 
Music structure 
(beginning middle end) 
Saint Saens – Carnival of 
animals  
Compose animal music 

Topic 
Oh I do like to be beside 
the seaside 
Vocal expression and 
Structure of songs 
Seaside songs – create 
own verse/chorus 
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Topic 
Stone Age to Iron Age 
Play tuned percussion 
instruments. 
Play known melody -
xylophone 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic 
Footprints 
Stave notation – note 
names  
Gruffalo composition 
Prokoviev’ s Peter and 
The Wolf 

Topic 
Egyptian life 
Respond to Orchestral 
music - attention to 
detail  
Create musical motifs 

Structure 
BBC Ten Pieces Anna 
Clyne The Night Ferry 

Topic 
Out of Africa 
Music from different 
traditions and cultures 
Djembe- drumming skills 
 

Topic 
Round Houses and 
Roman Ruins 
Accuracy and control in 
rhythmic patterns 
Roman rhythms – play 
from stave notation 

Topic 
Unicorn Unicorn 
Improvise and compose 
music – layers - duets 
Compose and play 
animal duets 
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Topic 
Tudor Times 
Improvise and compose 
music– structure layers 
and texture  
Tudor Street Cries - vocal 
 

Topic 
Deep deep down 
Respond to Orchestral 
music using musical 
vocabulary 
 BBC Ten Pieces – Grieg: 
The Hall of the 
Mountain King 

Topic 
Journey through North 
America 
Music drawn from 
different musical - Blues 

Gershwin – Rhapsody in 
Blue 
 

Topic 
Vikings 
Vocal skills – 
control/awareness of 
audience 
Viking songs 

Topic 
Rainforest Rescue 
Compose using all 
interrelated dimensions 
of music 
 
BBC ten pieces Lyrebird 

Topic 
Rainforest Rescue 
Music from different 
traditions and styles – 
raps 
Rainforest rap 
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Topic 
Victorian Life 
Music reflecting time 
and place – Music Hall 
 
 
 
 
 

Topic 
Victorian Life  
Find melodic phrases by 
ear 
 Elgar’s Enigma 
Variations 

Topic 
Into the Parthenon 
Recognise inter-related 
elements. Music from 
different traditions  
- Jazz music  
Scat singing Sea Shanties 
– melodic ostinato  

Topic 
Our Natural Earth 
Effect of interrelated 
elements - Keyboards 
Blue Planet; Hans 
Zimmer Earth 

Topic 
Shipwrecked Under the 
Stars 
Vocal accuracy, 
awareness of others and 
audience; melodic 
ostinato 
Sea Shanties  

Topic 
Shipwrecked Under the 
Stars 
Listen for musical 
phrases and effect of 
inter-related elements 
Holst Planet Suite 
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Topic 
We’ll Meet Again 
Music in historical 
context - WWII singers 
and songs 
Vera Lynn 
 
 
 
 

Topic 
We’ll Meet Again 
Music in historical 
context –“Big Band” 

Glenn Miller 

Topic 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
Electronic music – 
keyboard sound effects  

Anne Meredith – BBC Ten 

Pieces 

Topic 
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
Keyboard – melodies 
and chord patterns 

Topic 
Mountain High 
Vocal accuracy, fluency, 
control and expression-  
4 part rounds 

Topic 
Anglo Saxons 
Vocal performance – 
awareness of audience  
End of Year Production 



 


